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Bejamin Mays

42a - examine major developments in civil rights and Georgia’s role during the 1940’s and 1950’s to include Herman Talmadge, Benjamin Mays, the 1946 governor’s race and the end of the white primary, Brown v. Board of Education, Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 1956 state flag
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Mays

Article 1

In 1940, Mays became the president of Morehouse College. His most famous student there was Martin Luther King Jr. The two developed a close relationship that continued until King's death in 1968; As his lifelong mentor, Mays delivered the eulogy for King.

Mays emphasized two themes throughout his life: the dignity of all human beings and the gap between American democratic ideals and American social practices. Those became key elements of the message of King and the American civil rights movement. Mays explored these themes at length in his book Seeking to Be a Christian in Race Relations, published in 1957

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2627
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	Benjamin Mays (ca. 1894-1984)

Article 2

A distinguished African American minister, educator, scholar, and social activist, Benjamin Mays is perhaps best known as the longtime president of Morehouse College in Atlanta.  

Benjamin Mays 

He was also a significant mentor to civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. and was among the most articulate and outspoken critics of segregation before the rise of the modern civil rights movement in the United States. Mays also filled a leadership role in several significant national and international organizations, among them the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the International Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA), the World Council of Churches, the United Negro College Fund, the National Baptist Convention, the Urban League, the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, the Southern Conference Educational Fund, and the Peace Corps Advisory Committee. 

Education

Benjamin Elijah Mays was born on August 1, 1894 or 1895 in a rural area outside Ninety-Six, South Carolina. He was the youngest of eight children born to Louvenia Carter and Hezekiah Mays, tenant farmers and former slaves. A consistent theme in Mays's boyhood and early adulthood was his quest for education against overwhelming odds. He refused to be circumscribed by the widespread poverty and racism of his place of birth. After some struggle he gained acceptance to Bates College in Maine. After completing his B.A. there in 1920, Mays entered the University of Chicago as a graduate student, earning an M.A. in 1925 and a Ph.D. in the School of Religion in 1935. 

Career and Accomplishments

Mays's education at Chicago was interrupted several times, first by stints as a teacher at Morehouse and at South Carolina State College. During his tenure at the latter, he met his future wife, Sadie Gray. They were married for forty-three years, from 1926 until her death in 1969. Mays's work for the Urban League and the YMCA similarly postponed his doctoral efforts. In 1933, with coauthor Joseph Nicholson, Mays published a groundbreaking study entitled The Negro's Church, which described the unique origins and character of this central African American institution, offering a critique of some of its problematic clerical practices. 

Less than a year before completing his dissertation at Chicago in the spring of 1935, Mays accepted  

Benjamin Mays, 1970 

a position as dean of the School of Religion at Howard University in Washington, D.C. Mays distinguished himself as an effective administrator, elevating the Howard program to legitimacy and distinction among schools of religion. During his tenure there, Mays also traveled a great deal, which would become a consistent aspect of his career. Perhaps the most significant of these travels was a trip in 1936 to India, where he spoke at some length with Mahatma Gandhi, anticipating an exchange of ideas that would come to fruition during the civil rights movement some years later. Mays also continued his scholarly efforts.  In 1938 he published The Negro's God, as Reflected in His Literature, a study of the image and concept of God in African American Christianity. 

In 1940 Mays became the president of Morehouse College. There he enjoyed his greatest influence on events in the history of the United States, rising to national prominence. His most famous student at Morehouse was Martin Luther King Jr. During King's years as an undergraduate at Morehouse in the mid-1940s, the two developed a close relationship that continued until King's death in 1968. Mays's unwavering emphasis on two ideas in particular—the dignity of all human beings and the incompatibility of American democratic ideals with American social practices—became vital strains in the language of King and the civil rights movement. Although  

Mays and Allen 

Mays's essays and sermons throughout his years at Morehouse related these ideas, their clearest explication came in his book Seeking to Be a Christian in Race Relations, published in 1957. 

As an administrator at Morehouse, Mays expanded and streamlined the structure of the institution and enhanced its academic reputation. He was a highly successful fund-raiser, securing the needed financial support for Morehouse to pursue its educational goals. Beyond such practical concerns, Mays left a legacy of prominent Morehouse graduates and lent the college his own inimitable style, characterized by rigor and enthusiasm for the Morehouse mission. 

After his retirement in 1967 from Morehouse, Mays remained active in several social and political organizations of prominence and was in demand as a speaker and lecturer. He published two autobiographies in these years, Born to Rebel (1971), and Lord, the People Have Driven Me On (1981). He died in 1984. 

http://georgiacivilrightsmovement.wikispaces.com/
Article 3

SS8H11 The student will evaluate the role of Georgia in the modern civil rights movement. 
‍a. Describe major developments in civil rights and Georgia’s role during the 1940s and 1950s; include the roles of Herman Talmadge, Benjamin Mays, the 1946 governor’s race and the end of the white primary, Brown v. Board of Education, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the 1956 state flag. 
Herman Talmadge

Herman would be greatly influenced by his father, Eugene, who served as governor of Georgia three times. 

Eugene followed in his father’s footsteps by graduating from the University of Georgia Law School. He later entered the navy and served in active duty in the Pacific.  

New Georgia Encyclopedia:Courtesy of Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of Georgia Libraries 

Eugene Talmadge's political career was very controversial. (Click on the following link to hear Herman Talmadge reflect on his father's politics.: http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-1926)Even so, when Herman returned from the navy he began to follow his father's lead and enter politics.

 New Georgia Encyclopedia:Courtesy of Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of Georgia Libraries 

Eugene had been elected for a fourth term as governor of Georgia however he died before ever taking the oath of office. The strong Talmadge political machine made immediate move to appoint Herman Talmadge as the governor of Georgia. This led to numerous law suits which detemined the legistion to be unconstitutional. Howver, A special election was called and Herman Talmadge was elected governor of Georgia.

(see http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-590&hl=y)

Herman Talmadge was not as politically aggressive as his father but he cetainly took a strong 

New Georgia Encyclopedia:Courtesy of Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of Georgia Libraries 

position regarding segration.(listen as he decribes his reaction to Brown vs. Board of Education decision: http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-1925)

Herman Talmadge later became a Gerogia senator. He retired from politcal office after being defeated and died in 2002.[image: image5]
The Civil Rights Movement marked a time of struggle and change. Many significant individuals and groups impacted Georgians and Americans alike during this period. This pathfinder contains resources that allow students the opportunity to explore and learn of the fight for Civil Rights in Georgia as well as the nation. 



http://globaldebateblog.blogspot.com/2008/08/benjamin-mays-civil-rights-leader.html#!/2008/08/benjamin-mays-civil-rights-leader.html
Article 4

Mays was appointed dean of the School of Religion at Howard University in 1934 and served until he was named president of Morehouse in 1940. During his presidency, Morehouse gained international prominence: Mays upgraded the faculty, established a Phi Beta Kappa chapter and sustained enrollment during wartime America. His most noted forum was Tuesday morning Chapel in historic Sale Hall, where he challenged and inspired the students to excellence in scholarship and in life itself. One of Morehouse’s most distinguished graduates, DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. ‘48, considered Dr. Mays his “spiritual mentor” and “intellectual father”. Mays gave the eulogy at King’s funeral.

Throughout his life, Mays emphasized two themes: the dignity of all human beings and the gap between American democratic ideals and American social practices. These became key elements of the Civil Rights Movement and Mays explored them at length in his book, Seeking to Be a Christian in Race Relations, published in 1957.

Following his retirement ten years later, Mays was elected the first black president of the Atlanta Public Schools Board of Education, where he supervised the peaceful desegregation of Atlanta’s public schools. One of Atlanta’s public high schools was named in his honor: BENJAMIN E. MAYS HIGH SCHOOL boasts a rich, rigorous curriculum that exposes students to current technology and trends. Mays also served as an adviser to Presidents Johnson and Carter and was active in the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), the Advisory Council of the Peace Corps, and the National Commission for the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization.

Woodrow Wilson 

39a - give reasons for World War I and describe Georgia’s contributions
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3223

Article 5
	The Declaration of War and the Selective Service Act

On April 6, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany, thereby entering World War I. For about two years, Georgia's newspapers had been writing against the war because of its negative impact on the state's economy. Yet almost overnight the media changed their tune, becoming anti-German and strongly patriotic. 

War fervor in Georgia sometimes raged to the immediate detriment of common sense. Soon state newspapers were warning readers to be on the "lookout for German spies."[image: image6.jpg]


 The loyalty of some Georgians suddenly became suspect: state labor leaders, teachers, farmers, and foreign immigrants were scrutinized for their "patriotism." Dirt farmers, especially the ones who still professed Populist leanings, were pressured into buying war bonds, signing "Declarations of Loyalty," and draping American flags over their plows while they worked. The state school superintendent encouraged all students and teachers to take a loyalty oath and to plant and tend what would become known as "liberty gardens"; teachers stopped covering German history, art, and literature for fear of being thought disloyal. 

Loyalty pledges and flag-waving aside, President Wilson soon realized that volunteerism alone could not sustain an army capable of defeating Germany, so on May 18, 1917, he approved the Selective Draft Act (popularly known as the Selective Service Act) to remedy the problem. On June 5 all of Georgia's and the nation's eligible men, of ages twenty-one to thirty, were required to register for the draft. 


http://www.chacha.com/question/what-was-georgia's-contributions-to-world-war-1

Article 5

Georgia played a significant role during America's participation in World War I1. Thanks to the president, Woodrow Wilson, the state could present their fine training camps. The state was home to more training camps than any other state and by the war's end had contributed more than 100,000 men and women to the war effort. Bell Aircraft was the main aircraft producing company. ChaCHa!

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/woodrow-wilson-asks-us-congress-for-declaration-of-war

Article 6

The world must be made safe for democracy, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson proclaims on this day in 1917, as he appears before Congress to ask for a declaration of war against Germany. 

Under Wilson, the former Princeton University president and governor of New Jersey who was voted into the White House in 1912, the United States had proclaimed its neutrality from the beginning of World War I in the summer of 1914. Even after the German sinking of the British passenger ship Lusitania in May 1915, which killed 1,201 people, including 128 Americans, caused a public outrage in the U.S. and prompted Wilson to send a strongly worded warning to Germany, the president was re-elected in 1916 on a platform of strict neutrality. Late that same year, Wilson even attempted to broker a peace between the Allies and the Central Powers, which was looked at favorably by Germany but eventually rejected by both France and Great Britain.

Richard Russell

40b - evaluate the importance of Bell Aircraft, military bases, Savannah and Brunswick shipyards, Richard Russell and Carl Vinson
39c - examine economic factors that resulted in the Great Depression

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Russell,_Jr.

Article 7

Russell served in the enlisted ranks of the United States Naval Reserve Forces in 1918 and, in 1919, set up law practice with his father in Winder. He was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives (1921–31), serving as its speaker (1927–31). His meteoric rise was capped by election, at age 33, as Governor of Georgia, serving from 1931 to 1933. He was sworn in by his father, who had become supreme court justice of Georgia 9 years before. He was a progressive governor who reorganized the bureaucracy, promoted economic development in the midst of the Great Depression, and balanced the budget.[2] He became embroiled in controversy, however, when in 1932 Robert Elliott Burns, serving time on a Georgia chain gang, escaped to New Jersey and wrote a book entitled I Am a Fugitive from a Georgia Chain Gang!, condemning the Georgia prison system as inhumane. It became a popular movie, but Russell demanded extradition. New Jersey refused, and Russell was attacked from all quarters.

http://pragcap.com/richard-russell-12-tips-for-the-new-normal
Article 8
Few investment legends have weathered more than Richard Russell. Born in the Great Depression, Russell knows what it’s like to live in hard times. And in this new normal he has some survival tips. The following are courtesy of Russell’s Dow Theory Letters:

1 — Be a skinflint. Cut down on your spending. And be very nice to your boss, assuming you still have a job.

2 — Think in terms of NOT losing money. Forget about easy Wall Street profits. There aren’t going to be any easy profits — not without a huge new infusion of borrowed money.

3 — Be sceptical of everything you read. The media is desperate for circulation, and it will slap on the cover of its magazine or newspaper any damn fool statement that it thinks will sell.

4 — Have faith in your gold. As confidence in the whole monetary system slowly fades, the desire for gold will heighten.

5 — Remember, there’s often a large correction prior to the final speculative gold run.

6 — This time there may not be a “final gold rise,” because large interests may just decide never to sell their gold. They’ll keep their gold as a symbol of “eternal wealth” that can’t be destroyed of go bankrupt.

7– Check out carefully the Permanent Portfolio (PRPFX). So far, it has done well and held up well. It’s actually up so far this year, which is extraordinary. YTD return is 7.33%.

8 — Be very cynical about those “fabulous” money-making ads you hear on TV. Money is hard to make these days and risk in just about everything is high.

9 — Cut out expensive discretionary spending. Instead of eating at your favorite local restaurant, eat home and save many bucks. Supermarkets now stock endless “heat up” frozen dinners. Or better still, starting from scratch make your own dinners. Cooking is coming back.

10 — Take the long view. With stock dividends below 2.5%, the odds are that holding stocks “for the long run” is going to be discouraging or a loser.

11 — Money is made in the BUYING. When you buy anything at the right (low) price, the odds are that you’re going to make money through the passage of time.

12 — Wall Street is suffering. When the Street suffers, its natural tendency is to come up with new “ideas.” The ideas are usually risky (i.e., mortgage-backed packages). Be very sceptical of new Wall Street ideas and products. 
http://americanhistory.about.com/od/greatdepression/tp/greatdepression.htm

Article 9
1. Stock Market Crash of 1929

Many believe erroneously that the stock market crash that occurred on Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929 is one and the same with the Great Depression. In fact, it was one of the major causes that led to the Great Depression. Two months after the original crash in October, stockholders had lost more than $40 billion dollars. Even though the stock market began to regain some of its losses, by the end of 1930, it just was not enough and America truly entered what is called the Great Depression.
 2. Bank Failures 

Throughout the 1930s over 9,000 banks failed. Bank deposits were uninsured and thus as banks failed people simply lost their savings. Surviving banks, unsure of the economic situation and concerned for their own survival, stopped being as willing to create new loans. This exacerbated the situation leading to less and less expenditures.

3. Reduction in Purchasing Across the Board

With the stock market crash and the fears of further economic woes, individuals from all classes stopped purchasing items. This then led to a reduction in the number of items produced and thus a reduction in the workforce. As people lost their jobs, they were unable to keep up with paying for items they had bought through installment plans and their items were repossessed. More and more inventory began to accumulate. The unemployment rate rose above 25% which meant, of course, even less spending to help alleviate the economic situation.

4. American Economic Policy with Europe

As businesses began failing, the government created the Smoot-Hawley Tariff in 1930 to help protect American companies. This charged a high tax for imports thereby leading to less trade between America and foreign countries along with some economic retaliation.

5. Drought Conditions

While not a direct cause of the Great Depression, the drought that occurred in the Mississippi Valley in 1930 was of such proportions that many could not even pay their taxes or other debts and had to sell their farms for no profit to themselves. The area was nicknamed "The Dust Bowl." This was the topic of John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath.

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1391

Article 10
	In the state legislature Russell advocated building and improving highways, supported public education, and called for reducing the control of special-interest groups in order to develop a fiscally responsible and efficient state government. He took the same agenda to the people in April 1930, when he announced his candidacy for governor. Russell battled a field of seasoned candidates to win the gubernatorial election. His victory was attributed to a grassroots campaign and his skill in canvassing voters door-to-door across Georgia. 

Becoming Georgia's youngest governor in the twentieth century, Russell took the oath of office in June 1931. During his eighteen-month tenure, his most significant achievement was a comprehensive reorganization of the state government, which was accomplished by reducing the number of agencies from 102 to 17. A highlight of this reorganization was the creation of the University System of Georgia, with the Board of Regents as the single governing body over all state colleges and universities. Russell cut state expenditures by 20 percent, balanced the budget without cutting salaries (other than his own), and honored $2.8 million in delinquent obligations. Russell entered the U.S. Senate in 1933 as the youngest member and a strong supporter of U.S. presidential candidate Franklin D. Roosevelt. Seeing the New York governor as the leader who could end the Great Depression, Russell had detoured from his own campaign to attend the Democratic National Convention and to make a seconding speech for Roosevelt's nomination. The two men had become acquainted Roosevelt and Russellduring the 1920s, when Roosevelt often visited Warm Springs. After Roosevelt was elected president, Russell marked his first decade in the Senate by ensuring the passage of Roosevelt's New Deal programs. 

Russell was awarded an unheard-of freshman spot on the important Appropriations Committee, and he became chairman of its subcommittee on agriculture, a post he retained throughout his career. Russell deeply believed in the significance of agriculture in American society. Representing a mostly rural Georgia, he focused on legislation to assist the small farmer, including the Farm Security Administration, the Farmers Home Administration, the Agricultural Adjustment Act, the Rural Electrification Act, the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Resettlement Administration, commodity price supports, and soil conservation. A major participant in the Farm Bloc, he worked with a bipartisan group of senators who were committed to increasing the success rate for individual farmers.




Carl Vinson
40b - evaluate the importance of Bell Aircraft, military bases, Savannah and Brunswick shipyards, Richard Russell and Carl Vinson

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-514

Article 11
	Carl Vinson, recognized as "the father of the two-ocean navy," served twenty-five consecutive terms in the U.S. House of Representatives. When he retired in January 1965, he had served in the U.S. Congress longer than anyone in history. He also set the record for service as chair of a standing committee. He chaired the House Naval Affairs Committee for sixteen years (1931-47) and its successor, the House Armed Services Committee, for fourteen years (1949-53 and 1955-65). By concentrating on military affairs throughout his long career, Vinson became the foremost advocate of a strong national defense and the most powerful voice in Congress in shaping defense policies. His strong support of the navy earned him the nickname "the Admiral." As conditions in Europe and Asia became more ominous, Vinson wrote several bills strengthening the navy and applying aircraft in national defense. Twenty months before the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, an event that precipitated America's entry into World War II (1941-45), Vinson steered two bills through Congress. The first called for expanding naval aviation to 10,000 planes, training 16,000 pilots, and establishing 20 air bases; the second speeded naval construction and eased labor restrictions in the shipbuilding industry. Assessing Vinson's impact on sea power, Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz later remarked, "I do not know where this country would have been after December 7, 1941, if it had not had the ships and the know-how to build more ships fast, for which one Vinson bill after another was responsible." 




http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Vinson

Article 12

Following World War II, the House Naval Affairs Committee was merged with the Military Affairs Committee to become the House Armed Services Committee (this consolidation mirrored the creation of the Department of Defense when the old Departments of War and of the Navy were consolidated). With Republicans winning control of Congress in the 1946 election, Vinson served as ranking minority member of the committee for two years before becoming Chairman in early 1949. He held this position, with the exception of another two-year Republican interregnum in the early 1950s, until his retirement in 1965. In this role, Vinson adopted a committee rule that came to be known as the "Vinson rule". Accordingly, each year junior members of the committee could ask only one question per year of service on the committee. At the end of the war, Congress had authorized four Naval four-star officers to be promoted to Fleet Admiral. A staunch partisan of Admiral William Halsey, Jr., Vinson blocked the nomination of Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, thought to be more deserving by the majority, multiple times to ensure that Halsey got the fourth billet. Congress eventually responded by passing an unprecedented act which specified that Spruance would remain on a full admiral's pay once retired until death.[1]

 HYPERLINK  \l "cite_note-cbs-ibn-2"
[2] As chairman, Vinson oversaw the modernization of the military as its focus shifted to the Cold War. He was also committee chair, when Congress authorized the procurement of the first nuclear-powered aircraft carriers starting with USS Enterprise (CVN-65) in the late 1950s.

http://ss8h9.wordpress.com/carl-vinson-2/
Article 13

From the time he entered Congress in 1914, Carl Vinson was an advocate for a strong United States Navy. Known as the “father of the two ocean navy,” Vinson spent most of his political career convincing his fellow congressman on the importance of military in the twentieth century. Recognizing the growing threat in Europe, Vinson was integral in obtaining new budget expenditures for the United States Navy. He served as chairman of the House Naval Affairs Committee and the House Armed Services Committee for a total of thirty years. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was receptive to Vinson’s message and agreed with his views on an increased American military. Following World War II, Vinson continued to be a voice for the United States Armed Forces throughout the Cold War as well.

Carl Vinson was born in Baldwin County on November 18, 1883. Perhaps his education background contributed to his belief in a strong naval presence. He attended Middle Georgia Military and Agricultural College in Milledgeville. In 1914, he was sworn into Congress as its youngest member and he quickly gained a seat on the Naval Affairs Committee. A staple of Vinson’s career was his consistent policy for a strong national defense. The Vinson-Trammel Act brought the Navy to full strength in 1922. He pushed numerous bills through Congress in the years leading up to and during the war. Vinson was known to most as a quiet man who did his duty and vastly increased the size of the United States Navy.[1] He continued his policies throughout the Cold War and is a vital part of the history of the Piedmont in Georgia.
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