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SAT Word Definition Sentence Use
Haphazard Lacking Organization The haphazardes troops were 

easily captured.
Comprehensive Includes all aspects of something, 

complete.
The Generals comprehensive 
knowledge led to the victory of 
the battle.

Pernicious Having a harmful effect. The pernicious bool weevil 
destroyed thousands of cotton 
plantations.

Daunting Seemingly difficult to deal with; 
discouraging.

The daunting steps to finally 
completely rid our economy from 
war debts is a long walk.

Prolonged Continueing for a long time. The prolonged Great Depression 
lasted for more than a decade.

Inviolate Free from harm or injury. The inviolate Roseto villagers had 
a strong environment.

Provoke To let emotions rise especialy in a 
form of anger.

The Germans provoked the United 
States by sinking the Lusitania.

Endurance To last or have durability. The endurance of the soldier's will 
to fight lasted years.

Incentives Motivation or encouragement to do 
something.

The incentive to keep buying 
stocks came from the resulting 
money.

Counterintuitive To do opposite of what would be 
expected or make sense.

The Libertyship drove north 
before it returned to its path 
toward the South.

Remedial Intended to correct or improve 
deficent skills.

The remedial of veterans was 
given through the GI bill.

Desultory Lacking a plan, purpose or 
enthusiasm; unfocused.

The desultory Governer signed the 
wrong bill into a law.

Ostracize To exclude someone from a society or 
group.

African Americans in the 1900s 
were heavily ostracized.

Arbitrary Something is randomly selected. The arbitrary judge did not fill the 
criteria.

Prowess A skill or expertise in an activity or 
field. Bravery in battle.

The prowess of Eugene Jacques 
Bullard was admirable.

Inclination A way that someone feels about 
something.

The inclination of nationalism was 
very strong in most Americans.
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Condescending Acting in a way that shows superior 

actions toward others.
Alex William's condescending 
attitude toward the Doctor let him 
practice his skill of practical 
intelligence.

Miscegenation The mixing of races. Mulatos were the product of 
miscegenation.

Concubine A woman who lives with a man, but is 
not legally married to him.

Concubines were not often seen 
during the 1800s.

Repugnant Unacceptable, in conflict with. The Nazis demonstrated 
repugnant behavior toward Jews 
when they put Jewish people in 
concentration camps.


