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Has anyone ever wondered that the reason why someone was so successful in history was because of the luck and opportunity that presented itself to them? The truth is, it may be so, as the book Outliers perfectly shows. Success and opportunity are very closely related. It matters what year you were born in and where you were when a change that may lead to success occurs. In the case of the boll weevil, which was a small insect who lead to the destruction of thousands of cotton fields, it was just one factor. It was not a major factor that lead to the end of the United States or the South, but it gladly worsened the situation that the rest of the nation was in. A drought hit the nation, and so farmers lost other crops as well. The stock market crash insured that people would not have jobs, and the adding of these sums of events made it look like one very big mistake happened in our history. One thing leads to the next, it is a series of events.


The ancestors someone had, together with the culture you grew up in later determines part of who you are. The culture of honor present in Harlan, Kentucky showed that after generations and generations, a culture can still be so strong that without knowing it, they would behave just like their ancestors would if they were still alive now. In Harlan, Kentucky, the culture of honor led to a bloody war between families for just one simple game and words that were spoken at the game: cheater. The Scottish-Irish herds men in the old days would defend their property with their life at the smallest threat of a neighbor such as throwing a rock at a neighbor's sheep. The culture influence also gripped Eugene Talmadge, who was a white supremacist. He grew up in a time when white supremacy was a common thing. 


Religion was another big impact. While in Germany the holocaust raged, Jews in the U.S. started to find their places as lawyers. The holocaust opened the eyes to the American citizens that isolationism and discrimination of Jews were not the right answers. Joe Flom was a successful Jewish lawyer who became successful because he was Jewish. The hard working ethic that Jews formed in the garment industry led them to rise in the U.S. 


The civil rights movement included people of all ages and races. Benjamin Mays was one of the civil rights leaders. His success was in part due to being born at the right time, this was the time of the civil rights, the time where leaders were to be found. Benjamin Mays, who was the mentor of Martin Luther King Jr. and the president of Morehouse college, had the opportunity to be a leader. As well born at the right time was Richard Russell. When the Great Depression hit Georgia, he was Georgia's governor. It was the right timing for him because it was he that helped Georgia citizens get the jobs by supporting the New Deal and programs such as the Tennessee Valley Authority. He was also the father of the school lunch program. For 38 years he then served in the U.S. Congress. But as a matter of fact Woodrow Wilson was born at the right time when he held the post as president of the United States. After Franklin D. Roosevelt's death, he became president and had to take on the job of guiding America through World War 2. And as a result, America won the war together with the rest of the allied powers. Had he not been a candidate at that time and be born in the right year, who knows what would have happened in the war. And one other person had an opportunity which they took for granted. Carl Vinson, the father of the two ocean navy helped out to prepare America for the war. He had the influence on the government that was needed to prepare his army.


Preparing is an important factor if one wants to succeed. “If you fail to prepare than you are preparing to fail,” this quote states the importance of preparation. Like Malcolm Gladwell notes it achievement equals talent plus preparation. So how did preparation lead our nation into success? To answer this question, let us first take a look at the leaders that have guided our countries history. Going back to the civil rights movement, Martin Luther King was inspired by a policy called nonviolence. He had been prepared all his life for running against discrimination. This gave him more than 10,000 hours of experience to look onward and face the brutal opponent called white supremacists. When he led the civil rights movement, several actions had been taken to integrate public facilities due to his help in changing the view of white citizens. Another man named Maynard Jackson prepared the Georgia state to allow African Americans in the top position of the executive branch. Maynard Jackson was the first African American mayor in Atlanta. Andrew Young was the 2nd African American mayor of Atlanta. During his term, he prepared his speeches in order to urge the 1996 Olympic games to be held in Atlanta, GA. And the result was that the Olympics were held in Atlanta, attracting more than 2 million visitors to the city.


In Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell states that Asian are good at math because of their will to work hard and long on a math problem. When relating the will of proceeding to Social Studies, segregation comes to the mind first since the will to officially end segregation was stronger in African Americans than the will to give up after so many years of hard work and battles that had been fought. Just like in the Brown v. Board of Education dispute, Linda Brown, an African American, was denied to go to a white school, therefore, her father led charges against the Board of Education. He did not give up hopes for his daughter. The court ruled that separate but equal facilities are unconstitutional. The 1956 state flag of Georgia was not approved by the citizens and so it was taken down because of the citizens will. President Roosevelt also had a strong will. He was not only the president during the Great Depression, which required a strong will to bring America through it, but he was also fighting polio and so he visited warm springs to ease his polio. People had to have a strong will and patience to reach their goals.


As a final say, Outliers explains how people were  successful. They had the opportunity, the patience and will, they were born the right year, they were prepared. Being Jewish may have helped some people and threatened others existence. Your culture may have a large or small influence on you, but it will always be a part of you. And don't forget that one thing leads to another and you may or may not see it, but everything is somehow connected. So how are you influencing your surrounding?
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